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Yoshito L'Hote Aina Ho'okupu o Kilauea Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

So many times we look at pigs, deer, and chickens as invasive but they really are a resource if we 

have the proper processing capacity. Wild meats are offered everywhere around the world and 

here we are not able to serve it. Once legal the problem will turn into an economic opportunity 

that we cannot overlook. hopefully, we will be including other species so that we can address a 

holistic approach to managing those now invasive species. I am in full favor of this bill 

 







https://feedingthehungry.org/
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HB 606 HD1 includes a very important aspect in addressing the problem which is development of 

grassroots support.  The measure defines the process by which the program is to be developed, recognizing the 

role of the various parties.  It additionally addresses funding needs. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide our opinion on this matter.  Please contact Warren Watanabe at 

8082819718 if there are any questions. 

 



Aloha Chair Yamashita, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the House Finance
Committee,

The Hawaii Farmers Union United (HFUU) is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy
nonprofit representing a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters
across the Hawaiian Islands. HFUU supports HB606.

We recognize the dire need for options to reduce reliance upon conventional protein
sources, particularly in light of the climate emergency. Expanding and diversifying
access to locally-sourced protein through initiatives like HB606 are essential in order
to build a more agriculturally-resilient and resource-secure food system.

Expanding the meat processing capacity in the State to allow for meat from axis deer
and other wild game to be processed for distribution by non-profit food distribution
services is essential to the success and vitality of both the agriculture industry and the
non-profit food distribution services. With increased and improved processing options,
our farmers, ranchers, and local communities have the opportunity to access and
benefit from local meat.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Kaipo Kekona, President HFUU/HFUF







 

 
 

To advance and promote a healthy economic environment 
for business, advocating for a responsive government and 
quality education, while preserving Mauiôs unique  
community characteristics. 

 
 
 

 HEARING BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
FINANCE 

HAWAII STATE CAPITOL, HOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM 308 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023 AT 11:30 A.M. 

  
To The Honorable Kyle T. Yamashita, Chair 
The Honorable Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair 
Members of the committee on Finance 
 

SUPPORT FOR HB606 HD1 RELATING TO MEAT PROCESSING 
  
The Maui Chamber of Commerce supports HB606 HD1 which requires the department of agriculture, in 
collaboration with other state agencies, to develop and implement a plan to expand the meat processing 
capacity in the State to allow for meat from axis deer and other wild game to be processed for distribution by 
non-profit food distribution services by 7/1/2024. 
 
The Chamber would like to point out that axis deer, an invasive species that poses a continuing threat to 
Hawaii's environment, could provide significant quantities of meat as a protein source for nonprofit food 
distribution services, such as the State's network of food banks and Feed My Sheep, Inc. of Maui County.  
However, there is a gap between the hunters and the retailers and nonprofit services because the meat 
requires processing prior to distribution.  For meat donation, other states such as Wisconsin and Michigan 
offer models that Hawaii can assess to develop processes for plan implementation and program funding, 
including licensing fees and other funding sources managed by wildlife agencies or nonprofits. 
 
For these reasons, we support HB606 HD1. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Pamela Tumpap 
President 
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J Ashman Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I support this measure. 
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Jessica Kuzmier Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am in support of HB1382 HD2, as I believe that the donation of high-quality meat, 
provided it meets safety requirements, is a wonderful provision for those who do not have access 
to this product to to financial constraints and I am in agreement with amending our laws so that 
we can accept donations of meat under certain safety standards.  Mahalo for your time. 
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Johnnie-Mae L. Perry Individual Comments Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Johnnie-Mae L. Perry COMMENT on HB 606 RELATING TO MEAT PROCESSING. 

Due to climate change, the State of Hawaii food supply should increase "plant base food" 
consumption. Cow dung negatively effects the ozone and environment. 
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